
 

Our SEND [Special Educational Needs and Disability] Newsletter will be issued every half term and will include 
useful articles relating to SEND, links to a wide range of services and useful tips for parents/carers whose child 
has a special need. 

What can I do if I think my child has SEND? 

Mrs Claire Callaghan is the school SENDCo [Special Educational Needs & 
Disabilities Co-ordinator]. If you have any concerns regarding your child’s special 
needs, and                   would like to speak to Mrs Callaghan, please do not hesitate to contact 
at ccallaghan@st-leonards-stafford.staffs.sch.uk or the school office. 

 

Special educational needs, often referred to as ‘SEN’ or ‘SEND’ (Special educational needs and  disabilities), 

is a term used to describe learning difficulties or disabilities that make it harder for a child to learn 

compared to children of the same age. 

All children may experience challenges with their learning at some point and for most children, these 

difficulties overcome with support from teachers and home. However, children with SEND are likely to 

need extra or different help to be able to learn. 

How do you know if a child has SEND? 

A child or young person has SEN if: 

 They have significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of other children and young 

people the same age 

 They have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of facilities of a kind generally 

provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-16 provisions 

A child or young person has a disability if: 

 They have a physical and mental impairment which has a substantial and long-term ad verse effect 

on their ability to carry out day-to-day activities. 

What types of difficulties are SEND? 

Children may have difficulties in one or more of these areas: 

Cognition and Learning - A child may find all learning difficult or have difficulties with specific activities 

such as reading or spelling. A child may have trouble understanding instructions  and carrying out tasks. A child 

may have memory difficulties. 

Communication and Interaction – A child may have difficulty in talking to others or under- standing 

what others are saying to them. A child may have difficulty with interactions with others, such as not being 

able to take turns. A child who has speech and language needs will be classed as having communication and 

interaction needs. 

Physical and Sensory – A child may have hearing or vision loss. A child may have difficulty with sensory 

processing, being under or over-sensitive. A child may have a medical condition          which affects them physically. 

Social, Emotional and Mental Health - A child may display behaviours such as having very  low self-

esteem or being very anxious. A child may display challenging, disruptive or distressing behaviours. A child 

may have underlying conditions which affect their mental health. 
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SEND: Special Education Needs and Disabilities. 

EHCP: Educational Health Care Plan 

LSP: Learning Support Plan 

Cognition & Learning. 
 

PMLD: Profound multiple learning difficulties. 

SLD: Severe learning difficulties. 

MLD: Moderate learning difficulties 

SpLD: Specific learning difficulties. 

Sensory and Physical. 
 

VI: Visual Impairment. 

HI: Hearing Impairment. 

MSI: Multi-sensory Impairment. 

PD: Physical Disability 

Communication and Interaction. 
 

SLCN: Speech Language and Communication Need 

ASD: Autism Spectrum Disorder. 

Other. 
 

SEMH: Social Emotional Mental Health 

ADHD: Attention Deficit (Hyperactivity) Disorder. 

SaLT: Speech and Language Therapist. 

 

You can find further information about SEND on our school website  

https://www.stleonardsstafford.co.uk/page/?title=SEND&pid=37  

https://www.stleonardsstafford.co.uk/page/?title=SEND+AND+INCLUSION&pid=22  

 

https://www.theautisticadvocate.com/
https://www.stleonardsstafford.co.uk/page/?title=SEND&pid=37
https://www.stleonardsstafford.co.uk/page/?title=SEND+AND+INCLUSION&pid=22


 



   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SENCo Drop-In Session 

Starting in September, every fortnight there will be a drop in 
session for parents/carers who would like to access 
information and support regarding Special Educational Needs 
concerns or just pop in for a chat.   

 

 

 

Aiming High is a programme of activities and short breaks for children and young people aged 0-18 years old 

with a special educational need/disability (SEND) who live in Staffordshire. An Education Health and Care Plan 

(EHCP) is not needed to take part in these activities. 

The programme is designed to boost children and young people's confidence and independence. Some activities 

are open to the whole family while other activities are suitable for children and young people to attend 

independently. 

Activities include: 

 Sensory experiences, day trips, sports, youth clubs, nature and outdoor activities and much more. 

Free activities every month: 

 Children and young people can access a set amount of free activities each month (usually one a month 

with extra during school holidays). For example, two sessions in February because of half term and two 

sessions in July and two in August.  

 Free activities can be booked a month in advance from first - eleventh day of the month 

 Additional activities are available on top of the free ones and can be booked a month in advance from 

12th onwards. A fee may be payable directly to the activity organiser for additional activities.  

To find out what activities are available, please visit the Staffordshire Connects website.  

https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchannel=6-1-8


How do I book places or ask questions? 

To find out what activities are available, please visit the Staffordshire Connects website. 

To book places or to ask any questions, please call 0300 111 8007 (option 2, then option 3). 

Lines are open: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm. 

We want to make sure that bookings for our activities are accessible to everyone and so if you are unable to 

contact our booking team via telephone please email sendreferrals@staffordshire.gov.uk and a member of the 

team will be in touch as soon as possible.  

 

 

https://www.staffordshireconnects.info/kb5/staffordshire/directory/localoffer.page?localofferchannel=6-1-8
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